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SESSION FOCUS:

• Why should evaluators publish their 

work?

• What strategies could you use to 

identify original and useful work to 

publish? 

• Where could you publish your work? 

• What are the common mistakes you 

should avoid?



ZOOM POLL!
Experience with writing journal articles



PUBLISHING:

Simply put, 

• Publishing is making information 

available to the public. This 

information can be provided at a cost 

or free!

• Process: Write -> Arrange -> Share

• Format: print or electronic

• Publisher: You or publishing 

company



PUBLISHING:

Seriously…we are talking 

about:

• Deliberate process followed

• Originality (in design or 

discovery) 

• Publishing ‘practice’ articles



PUBLISHING:

Seriously…we are talking 

about:

• Publishing in journals 

• Journal articles are read by 

M&E and professionals from 

other disciplines/fields



THREE-PART WEBINAR

2nd webinar – Criteria for quality journal articles (Panelists 

– from renown Journals e.g., American Journal of 

Evaluation)

1st webinar – overview to publishing by non-academic 

evaluators (panelists – M&E Experts)

3rd webinar – Journal article writeshop (Panelists – M&E 

Experts)
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OUTLINE

• Why publish.

• Where it all started-for me.

• What I’ve learned.



INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT EVALUATORS NEED TO PLAY 
A MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN SHAPING EVALUATION KNOWLEDGE 

“Published knowledge and knowledge contained in the oral forms 

enables people to reflect and elaborate on their previous knowledge, 

so that new forms of knowledge are made possible. … Once knowledge 

is published it creates an archive that scholars can reflect upon. This 

process encourages the generation of new forms of knowledge that 

emerge from interrogating the assumptions of previous knowledge 

regimes.” 

Zegeye & Vambe, 2006: 334



PUBLISHING DEEPENS YOUR OWN 
KNOWLEDGE

• You gain a better grasp of a 

concept or experience when 

you write about it

• Research/literature reviews



WHERE IT ALL STARTED-FOR ME:



FRAME THE “NEW KNOWLEDGE” AND THE POTENTIAL TO 
STIMULATE FURTHER DISCUSSION AND RESEARCH

• Try to demonstrate how your research contributes to evaluation knowledge-and 

broader questions/evidence gaps in evaluation literature (need for literature 

review)

• This is important since most evaluators may want to publish from research done 

within their organizations.



BEWARE OF THE “MARKETING” TRAP:

“The article contains a paragraph that reads like an advertisement for Safer World 
International and the voice used in that paragraph is declarative…Safer World 

International  does these good things. This is inappropriate in academic discussions 
where assertions are recognized as an interesting starting point for the generation of 

research questions.” Anonymous reviewer

• This is important since most evaluators may want to publish from research done within 
their organizations.



UNDERSTAND INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES

• Check if your institution would support you or if that would be an entirely personal 

endeavor.

• Check copyright provisions.

• Check affiliation provisions.



PUBLISHING NEEDS 
ENDURANCE

• There is no such thing as good 

writing. There is only good 

rewriting-Harry Shaw

• Scholarly articles are not written 

but rewritten-Javeria Junaid



GRADUALNESS: 
PAVLOV’S 
ADVISE TO 
YOUNG 
SCIENTISTS

“From the very beginning of your work, school 

yourselves to severe gradualness in the 

accumulation of knowledge… Never begin the 

subsequent without mastering the preceding. Never 

attempt to screen an insufficiency of knowledge even 

by the most audacious surmise and hypothesis” 

(Pavlov, 1936, p. 369).



EXAMINE FIT WITH JOURNAL/REVIEW JOURNAL’S GUIDE 
FOR AUTHORS



PARTICIPATE AS A REVIEWER

The role of reviewer:

• Provides a very useful insight into the 
publishing process and be very helpful for 
upcoming authors, 

• Enables one to develop their own ability to 
self-critique through evaluating the 
writing of peers, as well as 

• Deepens an understanding of applying the 
criteria of the journal to specific papers. 



DISCUSSION-GODFREY

• Call to action



CONCLUSION

• Publishing your work is beneficial for the field and for  yourself as an evaluator.

• It’s slow hard work, but rewarding

• Read.

• Re-write.
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